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India and Nigeria will join hands to tackle terrorism,

India and Nigeria will join
hands to tackle terrorism,
piracy, drug trafficking: PM

GS Paper |l: India-Africa |
ress Trust of India

Agence France-Presse
ABUJA

India accords high priority
to its strategic partnership
with Nigeria and it will
work towards boosting ties
in a range of areas, includ-
ing defence, energy and
trade, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said during
talks with Nigerian Presi-
dent Bola Ahmed Tinubu
here on Sunday.

In his televised opening
remarks at the meeting,
Mr. Modi identified terro-
rism, separatism, piracy
and drug trafficking as ma-
jor challenges, and said the
two countries would conti-
nue to work together to
deal with them.

Mr. Modi arrived in Abu-
ja early on Sunday on the
first trip to the country by
an Indian Prime Minister
after 17 years. “We give
high priority to our strateg-

Strong ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu at an exchange of agreements in Abuja. pTI

ic partnership with Nige-
ria... I am confident that a
new chapter in our ties will
begin following our talks,”
the Prime Minister said.
Mr. Modi described the
nearly 60,000-strong In-
dian expatriate communi-
ty as a key pillar of India-

Nigeria relations, and
thanked Mr. Tinubu for en-
suring their welfare.

The Prime Minister an-
nounced that India was

sending 20 tonnes of relief
supplies for Nigerian peo-
ple affected by last month’s
floods.

He referred to the Afri-
can Union becoming a per-
manent member of the
G20 at the India-hosted
summit of the grouping
last year and described it
as a significant outcome.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

piracy, drug
trafficking: PM
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grr fAeiar

India-Nigeria Strategic
Partnership

HRA-ATSSHIRAT WHITAH
e

e India accords high priority to
its strategic partnership with
Nigeria.

HR T ATSSRAT & AT 3T=iT
TAAF TSR & 3T

TR ar &ar &l

e Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will work towards boosting
ties in various areas including
defence, energy, and trade.

H Redl &1 dorar ¢t & fow FeT Hiar, e 16, FeT, 3R IR eanfad g1

e During talks with Nigerian President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, Mr. Modi identified terrorism,
separatism, piracy, and drug trafficking as major challenges.

ASSAT o Tsgafd draT IgHe faqqq & Ty ardt & alue, A Al & e,
WISTIATE, WHAT S, 3 a7efielt gamt i awwdt A1 yog@ Ffaar samr|
e India and Nigeria will continue to work together to tackle these challenges.

AR 3R AR 57 Tt & fvest & foav @y &\ wd @l

e Prime Minister Modi arrived in Abuja on his first trip to Nigeria after 17 years.

TETFHAT HEY 17 a6t ae; 391 Tgel AT I el 96|
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e He expressed confidence that a new chapter in India-Nigeria relations will begin after
the talks.

3egiel faearq eged fham & aral & d1g ARA-ARSIRAT FIUT F T 737 AT Iw
grem|

e Mr. Modi described the nearly 60,000-strong Indian expatriate community as a key pillar
of India-Nigeria relations.

AT #HIET A 60,000 HT HEAT aTel HRAT FaTHT AT I HRA-ATFSARAT HUT 1 Teh

JHG TAH AT
e He thanked President Tinubu for ensuring the welfare of the Indian community in

Nigeria.
3egiel Tsguid fasTq &l ASIRAT H HRAT FHET HT Hells AT el & fov
tegare feam|

e Prime Minister Modi announced that India will send 20 tonnes of relief supplies to
Nigeria, affected by last month's floods.

QTAHAT FAIGT oF T $r o IR 20 T Tgd AT ASSIRAT HA9T, 5 Sl AGT
aﬁrmﬁqﬁaﬁagm%l

e Mr. Modi referred to the African Union becoming a permanent member of the G-20 at
the India-hosted summit last year.

AN A 7 o T AR aRT AT S-20 FFAST H 3P T 1 SA-20 1
TR TEET Solel FT oo [hAT|
e« He described this as a significant outcome of the summit.

3e6iel S0 HFHl & Ueh Heedqoul TRUMH S|
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India conducts ‘historic’ flight
test of hypersonic missile
with a range of 1,500 km

IGS Paper Iil: S&T

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India on Sunday an-
nounced the successful
flight test of its maiden
long-range hypersonic mis-
sile with a range of 1,500
km. The Defence Research
and Development Organi-
sation (DRDO) conducted
the flight test late on Satur-
day from Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam Island, off Odisha
coast, the latest in a series
of missile tests in the past
two months.

“The missile is designed
to carry various payloads
for ranges greater than
1,500 km for all the servic-
es of the armed forces,” the

High aims: Flight trial of the
hypersonic missile being done
off the coast of Odisha. pPTi

DRDO said in a statement.
“The missile was tracked
by various range systems,
deployed in multiple do-
mains. The flight data ob-
tained from down-range
ship stations confirmed the
successful terminal ma-
noeuvres and impact with
high degree of accuracy.”

Congratulating the
DRDO, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on X,
“India has achieved a ma-
jor milestone by success-
fully conducting flight trial
of long range hypersonic
missile... This is a historic
moment and this signifi-
cant achievement has put
our country in the group of
select nations having capa-
bilities of such critical and

advanced military
technologies.”
This missile has been in-

digenously developed by
DRDO. Hypersonic wea-
pons are manoeuvrable
and can fly at speeds of at
least Mach 5, five times the
speed of sound.
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India conducts
‘historic’ flight test of
hypersonic missile
with a range of 1,500
km

R o 1,500 e
IS i geaRAAF
g #1 tRERE
33T gdiaTor T

India on Sunday
announced the successful
flight test of its maiden
long-range hypersonic
missile with a range of
1,500 km.

R & IAAR FT 39el ggel a«t g v 1,500 Rl Yo arelt
FRAAS AU & Thd 38T qO&Tor dT ;o Hl

e The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) conducted the flight test
late on Saturday from Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Island, off the Odisha coast.

T 3TEYTe AR fahre Herse (DRDO) o AfHaR ST Tl 35T T1efor 31, .3,
gl Feld g, NS & de @ o

e “The missile is designed to carry various payloads for ranges greater than 1,500 km for
all the services of the armed forces,” the DRDO said in a statement.

DRDO & Teh §3TT H ohel, "I AASe AT dal o g3t Jansit & forw 1,500 frat
¥ 3w &1 gt W A dells of S & fav fSamse & a1 gl

e “The missile was tracked by various range systems, deployed in multiple domains. The
flight data obtained from down-range ship stations confirmed the successful terminal
manoeuvres and impact with high degree of accuracy.”

RS F Fg AT F dad R_ffie & fAeed ganr ¢ fvar @ sEa-ie R
AT F UICT 33Tl ST o el & Y Fhel el il 3R wemma &1 gise

"
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o Congratulating the DRDO, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said on X, “India has
achieved a major milestone by successfully conducting flight trial of long range
hypersonic missile... This is a historic moment and this significant achievement has put
our country in the group of select nations having capabilities of such critical and
advanced military technologies.”

Tt FA1 TSy f8E S X 9 DRDO 1 §UTS & §U e, "R & @il g
EBIRAIIh AATST HT Ahel 33T GAETUT T Teh 8T Aol Pl Ic2X gIidel hdTl g...
g U UgTiae &10T § 3R $8 Hgcaqul 3Uisy o AR & & THT Hgeaqyl 3R
3eeid V=g deifafrat i &adr el are heler Aset & T H o fer gl

e This missile has been indigenously developed by DRDO.
Ig TS DRDO gaRT el &9 & fasfda 1 715 g

times the speed of sound.

FRAF AR ATl 8ld & 3R &7 ¥ HF A% 5, IET eafa & afa F =
T e a1fd w33 Fwd

Mach 5, five

COP-29 discussions flagging, no progress made
on issues critical to developmg countries: India

[GS Paper IIl: Environment |

Press Trust of India
BAKU

At COP-29 in Baku, India
has expressed frustration
with developed countries
for not seriously discussing
supporting climate action
in developing nations, say-
ing it is impossible to tackle
climate change without fi-
nancial and technological
help.

At the closing plenary of
ameeting of subsidiary bo-
dies on the Mitigation
Work Programme (MWP)
on Saturday, India said de-
veloped countries, which
had historically contribut-
ed the most to greenhouse
gas emissions and had
more resources and ability
to act on climate change,
had repeatedly delayed cli-

Rising temperature Activists participating in a demonstration at
COP-29in Baku on Saturday. A

mate action and continu-
ously shifted goalposts.
“We have seen no progress
in matters critical for deve-
loping countries [during
the past week of the confe-
rence]. Our part of the
world is facing some of the
worst impacts of climate
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change with far lower ca-
pacity to recover from
those impacts or to adapt
to the changes to the cli-
matic system for which we
are not responsible,” In-
dia’s deputy lead negotia-
tor Neelesh Sah said.

He said the MWP was

meant to help, not punish,
and must respect each
country’s right to set its
own climate goals based on
its unique needs. If there
were no means of imple-
mentation - financial sup-
port, technology, and ca-
pacity-building — develop-
ing and low-income econo-
mies could not cut green-
house gas emissions and
adapt to its effects.

“How can we discuss cli-
mate action when it is be-
ing made impossible for us
to act, even as our chal-
lenges in dealing with the
impacts of climate change
are increasing,” he asked.

“We now have to meet
our developmental needs
in a situation where the
carbon budget is depleting
and the impacts of climate

change are mcreasmg We
are being asked to increase
mitigation ambition by
those who have shown no
such ambition,” Mr. Sah
said.

The MWP was created
two years ago at COP-27 in
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, to
help support mitigation.
Consultations on it have re-
mained tense, with deve-
loping countries saying
that it is meant to help na-
tions share ideas, expe-
riences, and solutions.
They argue that it is not
supposed to create new
targets or force any coun-
try to take specific actions.

On the other hand, de-
veloped countries want
the MWP to push for stron-
ger, more immediate ac-
tion from all countries.
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COP-29 discussions flagging, no progress made on
issues critical to developing countries: India

#@atd-20 Tae e, FFrrefia gt & fow Fgeaqr
He@l T HI§ WaIfa o7l R

At COP-29 in Baku, India expressed frustration with developed
countries for not seriously discussing supporting climate action in
developing nations. India stated that tackling climate change is
Impossible without financial and technological help.

Jaky # H3d-29 #, 9T A AT St garr Remde St 7 seoay
FEAE $T AT F W TR T9T T F W ARSET G0 A JR_T
? a1 & T sk sl weraar & faar Sreay aieds &
frgear srweT Bl

o At the closing plenary of a meeting on the Mitigation Work Programme (MWP) on
Saturday, India highlighted that developed countries, which historically contributed the
most to greenhouse gas emissions, had delayed climate action and shifted goalposts
repeatedly.

AR & AT FRF FRIFHA (MWP) 1 5 HI THATTT Tl H, IRT o Fal
fTfaa uf, Segia tfaef@e &0 & MeaeEw 3w scusa 7 o A8  aeea ar
g, o SToary $Rars A TR-IR o & HR &3 H qee|

e India’s deputy lead negotiator Neelesh Sah stated, “We have seen no progress in
matters critical for developing countries. Our region faces some of the worst impacts of
climate change with far lower capacity to recover or adapt to these changes.”

HRA & 39 HET dTciioh Atelel WIg o gl, "§e fashraeier g & fov sgeaqur
AT H B yarfar AT S B| GART &1 Sierary IRad & HSH X qHTEr A
HIHAT T TET & 3N 51 IRAcTl & s I 3eepiold el & &THdT 8 HohT oA
gl

e Mr. Sah emphasized that the MWP, created two years ago at COP-27 in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt, was meant to support and not punish. It must respect each country's
right to set its own climate goals based on unique needs.

A g o garam F MWP, St & a1l ggo Wi3di-27 & eet-3rer-aw, fAg & Tanfg
farar arm T, F1 3egeT WAYHA T AT, A 6 €5 SNl W UAF U & Ferarg e
P 3gahr fATAST JTTIHATIHT & IR W IT I o TSR BT GFATT HlaAT

Bl

e He stated that without means of implementation such as financial support,
technology, and capacity-building, developing and low-income economies could not
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reduce greenhouse gas emissions or adapt to its effects.
3ogiel el T oo R wgrar, Seafrd, 3 amwar At S arer &, e
3R fAF=1-3m arell IeuaTUTe Mag3a AT s A FF I T 36 JHET &
3eThel Bl H TeTH T6T g1 Heholl |

¢ Developed countries are asking developing nations to increase mitigation ambition,
even though they themselves have not shown such ambition.

faefla ger fasmraeiier Sl & 4T A AFATHIAT S¢ll Pl T @ ¢, STdich 3egiel Tad
VAT IS 3EI8I0T T Agr fomar &1

e The consultations on MWP remain tense, with developing nations arguing that it is
meant to help nations share ideas and experiences and is not supposed to create new
targets or enforce specific actions.

MWP I faaR-faAet deraqet §, arifes fasraeiier e & &g § & saer 382
TSt &l faaR 3R 3e]s1d AT i H Hee el &, o fob AU ofeq oot ar fonely
4T FHErS @I o] HL=|

e On the other hand, developed nations want the MWP to push for stronger and
immediate climate actions from all countries.

qE{l 3R, Al ger ared & foh MWP @8l geif & #oiqd 3R R Sielarg Hrars
& forw gama 3|
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|GS Paper II: Health Sector |

Growing epidemic
India has to scale up diagnosis to meet
the 2030 WHO target for diabetes

F rom around 200 million in 1990, the num-

ber of people with diabetes has quadru-
pled globally to over 800 million in 2022
while the global diabetes prevalence in adults
rose from 7% to 14% between 1990 and 2022, as in
data released in The Lancet on November 13. At
212 million, India has the highest number of peo-
ple with diabetes as against China’s prevalence of
148 million. India also topped the list of countries
with 133 million people over the age of 30 years
with untreated diabetes as against 78 million in
China. One reason for the steep increase in the
number of those with diabetes was the methodol-
ogy used for pooling and analysing the data — be-
ing on medication for diabetes, or having a fast-
ing plasma glucose of 7-0 mmol/L or more, or an
HbAlc of 6-5% or more. Unlike earlier studies that
mostly relied on elevated fasting plasma glucose
or other single-biomarker data, the analysis by
the NCD Risk Factor Collaboration with support
from the World Health Organization (WHO) in-
cluded people whose fasting plasma glucose or
glycated haemoglobin (HbAlc) was elevated. Tak-
ing into account elevated fasting plasma glucose
alone without including those with elevated gly-
cated haemoglobin, the study notes, misses out
many people with diabetes, particularly in south
Asia. That diabetes prevalence in India has in-
creased in the last three decades is beyond doubt
even if the absolute numbers are contested.
While consumption of unhealthy food, partic-
ularly high-calorie foods rich in carbohydrates
and saturated fat, and a sedentary lifestyle are
two major controllable risk factors for diabetes,
the role of tobacco in causing diabetes has not
been highlighted sufficiently. According to a No-
vember 2023 WHO report, there is overwhelm-
ing evidence that cigarette smoking raises the
risk of developing diabetes by 30%-40% com-
pared with those who do not smoke. Nicotine,
the addictive substance in tobacco, impairs the
function and amount of insulin producing beta
cells, thereby affecting insulin production and
regulation of glucose production, which together
play an important role in the onset of diabetes.
Nicotine also induces insulin resistance, another
factor causing diabetes. Besides sharply lowering
the risk of diabetes, avoiding tobacco in all forms
is associated with a reduced risk of cardiovascu-
lar disease and mortality in people with diabetes.
The role of managing gestational diabetes in re-
ducing the risk of both mother and child develop-
ing diabetes at a later date cannot be overempha-
sised. With 133 million people remaining
undiagnosed, India has to rapidly scale up diag-
nosis to meet the 2030 WHO target for diabetes —
80% of people with diabetes are diagnosed and
80% of people with diagnosed diabetes have
good control of glycaemia.
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Growing Epidemic

d¢dl HGTHANT

From around 200 million in 1990, the number of
people with diabetes has quadrupled globally to
over 800 million in 2022, while the global diabetes
prevalence in adults rose from 7% to 14% between
1990 and 2022, as per data released in The Lancet
on November 13.

1990 & earstar 200 fAfawer @, AT & wenfaa
e Y &A1 TeRT 2022 H 800 fAfewe @ 7, sk
TaEH # AYAT FT ARFF FWR 1990 3K 2022 F
d 7% & 14% aF T, ST fF § Je @R 13
ddeY P GHIAT 3T F FaArT 47|

e At 212 million, India has the highest number of people with
diabetes, compared to China's prevalence of 148 million.

212 fafdga & @y, sRa & AyAs AP H dETr Fed WS g
Jafe T # g Tear 148 fAfaaa g

¢ India also topped the list of countries with 133 million people
over the age of 30 years with untreated diabetes, compared to 78
million in China.

AR A 30 9% § 38w 3y F 133 Afowe At & @y o= 3R
arel AYAE At H g & o ggen TUT gred v, Siefd e
# g5 dear 78 Afaga B

e One reason for the steep increase in diabetes cases was the

methodology used — being on medication, having fasting plasma
glucose = 7:0 mmol/L, or HbA1c = 6-5%.

AYAT ATHC H ol & Fef & Teh HROT7-0 mmol/L AT HfaF
3UATH CelGHT Tofehlel AT 6:5% AT & HbAlc TR gl W 3TAR

$T TITHAT F AlTh H AR HILAT 27|

e Earlier studies relied on fasting plasma glucose, but the latest
analysis included glycated haemoglobin (HbAlc), which highlighted
many previously undiagnosed cases, especially in South Asia.

Tgel & ATl o hdol SUATH CATSHT Tefehlsl IR T 2T
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Afhad AdTTH AT H TaEHes FAFAIET (HbAlc) & enfaer forar =, oad
Y &7 & gf@ior ofdm 7 gger g o fhU a0 Al @ 39PR fhar I

e Unhealthy food consumption and a sedentary lifestyle are two major controllable risk
factors for diabetes.

IETET AT FT AT N AS @er HT Saerdieht AYAT & o yq@ HAHT Sifes
FRH g

e According to a November 2023 WHO report, cigarette smoking increases the risk of
diabetes by 30%-40%.
daaY 2023 F1 WHO RaIE & 3@, faRe diat & AYAE #1 SITAH 30%-40% deh 56
ST Bl

e Nicotine impairs beta cells that produce insulin, affecting both insulin production
and glucose regulation.

T feor genfad g &
e Avoiding tobacco lowers the risk of diabetes and reduces cardiovascular disease and
mortality in diabetes patients.

deTg @ qUE AYAT & SNGH B FHH HAT § AR ged AT AR Fcg X F o A

HLT gl

e Managing gestational diabetes is key to reducing future diabetes risk for both mother
and child.

MG FEAT I G HiasT A AT IR T Al F AYAT F WA B HA A
# Agcaqu gl

e India has to scale up diagnosis to meet the 2030 WHO target: 80% of people with
diabetes diagnosed and 80% of diagnosed cases under glycaemic control.

SR T 2030 WHO 8T 1 T Tl & fT AYAT & fAemer I Ior=r glm: 80%
AT &1 Aeer 3R 399 § 80% o1 vasAfA® fAg=or|
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The ‘new’ Justitia and reimagining justice

|GS Paper II: Judiciary |
T he addition of the open-eyed Justitia in the

Supreme Court of India has led to public

debate. The ‘new’ six-foot white statue is a
sari-clad ornamented goddess-like figure without
a blindfold, holding scales in her right hand and a
copy of the Constitution of India in her left hand.
It signified, said then Chief Justice of India (CJI)
D.Y. Chandrachud, who commissioned the statue
in October 2024, that “Law is not blind; it sees
everyone equally”. This is, historically speaking,
puzzling since the Bombay High Court has an
open-eyed Justitia statue along with a Statue of
Mercy - the open-eyed justice is as much part of
colonial iconography as the blindfolded figure of
justice.

History and the images

The former CJI does not tell us that allegorical
images of Justitia, both with and/or without a
blindfold, have existed in ancient Roman, Greek
and Egyptian cultures. Martin Jay in ‘Must Justice
be Blind?’ (1999) argues that iconography
historians tell us that “allegorical images of justice
did not always cover the eyes of goddess Justitia”.
During the first and second centuries, Roman
coins dedicated to justice and impartiality
depicted Justitia as clear-sighted considering the
merits of the cases before her.

It was at the end of the 15th century, evidenced
through a 1494 wood engraving of a Fool tying the
eyes of Justice, that a blindfold began to be placed
over the goddess’s eyes, and led to a plethora of
interpretations throughout Europe. Initially, it
implied that Justice was “robbed of her ability to
get things straight, wield her sword effectively, or
see what is balanced on her scales”. Away from
this negative satirical connotation, the blindfold,
by 1530, transformed into a positive emblem of
equality before the law and impartiality. Like the
scales, the blindfold began to imply neutrality
rather than helplessness, and resisting the ‘lust of
the eyes’ became a virtue to achieve the

The ‘new’ Justitia and reimagining justice

Shailesh Kumar

a lecturer in law at
Royal Holloway,
University of London,
and a Commonwealth
Scholar with research
interest in the
interdisciplinary study
of law and

the humanities

It is important
to ask whether
the
interpretation
now attributed
to an open-eyed
justice relates to
equality,
impartiality and
transparency

dispassionate distance necessary to render
impartial verdicts.

The mural in the Court

Apart from the complicated history of Justitia, it is
important to ask whether the interpretation now
attributed to an open-eyed justice, or to use the
ableist metaphor of ‘seeing’ by the lady justice,
really relates to equality, impartiality, and
transparency. What is the rationale behind the
lady being presented as a Hindu goddess and the
statue in white colour? The inspiration is perhaps
the mural that is placed between the two
entrances from the judges’ wing while entering
the CJIs court. This mural is not open for public
viewing. This writer was privy to it during his
research on courtroom iconography, in 2015-16. It
is made up of porcelain marble tiles in shades of
white, yellow and green, depicting Gandhi, the
Dhamma Chakra and the goddess of justice. In
the mural, the goddess is placed on the right side,
facing left, wearing a crown, clad in a sari and
jewellery, holding scales, and appearing as a devi
(goddess), very much like this statue. She holds
the scales at the level of her face, with her gaze at
the balance — the contemplative gaze is
somewhat reminiscent of Johannes Vermeer’s
painting of Justitia.

The mural with an open-eyed Justitia, with a
book near her waist, found theological
interpretation in the former Supreme Court judge
M. Jagannadha Rao’s work who interpreted it as
“the book of Dharma Shastra signifying the offer
of total knowledge to one and all”, in the edited
volume, Supreme but not Infallible: Essays in
Honour of the Supreme Court of India (2000). In
‘Interpreting the Scales of Justice’ (2017), this
writer interpreted the book besides the sari-clad
Justitia as signifying the Indian Constitution,
rather than the Dharma Shastra, which arguably
restricted access to knowledge to certain
caste/gender groups (Dwija men) and denied it to

T Fftefear 3 =T A gAFedar

e The addition of the open-eyed Justitia in the Supreme Court of India has led to public

debate.

‘others’. The placement of new statues of B.R.
Ambedkar earlier and lady Justitia now, and
having a new emblem for the Supreme Court,
ought to be contextualised in relation to caste,
gender and religion-based inclusions and
exclusions in recent times; especially when
questions are asked of the higher judiciary on
diversity and equality, attempts are being made
to improve its public image. It is not surprising
then that the open-eyed Justitia statue is
interpreted in several ways on social media like
“justice will now be given by seeing one’s caste,
religious identity and political ideology”. Such an
interpretation of the personification of justice has
its roots in the public desire for accessibility to
higher courts by all - not only as litigants but also
as lawyers and judges, as well as access to justice
itself.

Do not cause newer forms of discrimination
Controversies around statues are not new. Even
the history of the ‘mother and child’ statue in the
Court suggests so, as this writer has
demonstrated in his 2017 work mentioned above.
But there needs to be a careful inclusive approach
to how we want law and justice to be represented
in a visual art form. Should the idea of justice
itself be re-envisioned? Should justice be
iconographically presented in the form of a
protest, resistance, lived experience, and
struggle? Should it act as a transformative legal
culture signifying feminist, anti-caste, secular,
equality, judicial independence — virtues also
enshrined in the basic structure doctrine? Should
art and aesthetics, including statues, be utilised
to creatively challenge the non-independence and
hegemonisation of the judiciary by a select few,
and to open discussions on improving its public
perception? Decolonisation must not become a
driver either of a recurrence of older precolonial
or newer postcolonial forms of social
discriminations and state violences.

A & g FEF TN IEt A TR A IR sy ¥ FAF T U6

gl 7S &

e The six-foot white statue is a sari-clad, ornamented goddess-like figure without a
blindfold, holding scales in her right hand and a copy of the Constitution of India in her

left hand.

og I Sl Hihe ITAHAT Teh AIST 981, IMEON & Foll &l Sieh 3mepfar &, forerehr
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e Former Chief Justice of India (CJI) D.Y. Chandrachud, who commissioned the statue
in October 2024, said it signified that “Law is not blind; it sees everyone equally.”

HRT F 99 {ET rreier (CJI) 3. I8, 9693, [Segie 30 UidaAT &7 e 2024 H
3ATEROT R, & el fF g Thd & & T @ 3er A & g% @l 7 @A §9
q ¢gdr gl

o Historically, open-eyed Justitia has existed in colonial iconography, like the Bombay
High Court, which also has an open-eyed statue of Justitia along with a Statue of
Mercy.

e &0 @, gelt 3@l arel srfefean siufaafie gciercasar 1 fFear @ ¢,
o T aire g8 I, forwet sfefear &1 gt @t arel faerm iR &t &1 afaer g

History and the images

sfae 3k sfaar

e Allegorical images of Justitia, both with and without a blindfold, have existed in ancient
Roman, Greek, and Egyptian cultures.

Sfefear i gdcas oo, 7ed & @1y 3R e wed F, urde 9w, @ sk B
dr FERfaat 7 Al W@ el

e Martin Jay in ‘Must Justice be Blind?’ (1999) argues that historians note that
“allegorical images of justice did not always cover the eyes of goddess Justitia.”

AT AN N Teah ‘A¥E AR A sengs?’ (1999) # fowr ¢ & sfagraar
AT ¢ T "=IT FT JdihlcHs STaaT H gHLT SATCEeEAT I W &l el grar 2|

e In the first and second centuries, Roman coins depicted Justitia as clear-sighted,
considering the merits of the cases before her.

ugel 3R g Adrsdr 7, NAeT Fehl 9T Sf¥efear s vuse it & @y g am am,
S 3 HALT YA A & ION H @ W@ Al
e By the end of the 15th century, a blindfold began to appear over Justitia's eyes,

initially symbolizing helplessness but later transforming into a symbol of equality and
impartiality.

158t eraTedy & 3 e, FfTefeAT AT @l w9 @ o, S qE H r@ErIr H
gcdieh A fehed a1g & FATAAT AR fsastar &1 gl 9 a5

The mural in the Court
FIc 7 il ”AT

e The inspiration for the statue might be the mural located near the judges’ wing in the
CJI's court, which depicts Gandhi, the Dhamma Chakra, and a goddess of justice.
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This mural, created with porcelain marble tiles in shades of white, yellow, and green,
features the goddess in a sari and jewellery, holding scales at the level of her face.

Iz fafa T gthe, dia 3tk &Y W@ & AT TIRAT agew O 997 137 § 3R
&dl @1 ATEY 3R MO H @I & S AR F T R A9 I3 §U &l

The goddess's contemplative gaze is compared to Johannes Vermeer’s painting of
Justitia, suggesting deep reflection and deliberation.

Y hr FRicereler gfSe & o sieew adit #r dfder affefear @ &1 Snch 8, 5 e
foar 3 #YT F1 daa & B

The Mural with an Open-Eyed Justitia
gell @l areh srfeefear &1 e R

The mural with an open-eyed Justitia, with a book near her waist, found theological
interpretation in the former Supreme Court judge M. Jagannadha Rao’s work.

gell 3@l arelt sif¥efean, Sl ®eX & ara T qEaF ¢, B oA FIE & g4
FIARITENT UH. STeATY TG & HIT J a1fdies sarear A

He interpreted it as “the book of Dharma Shastra signifying the offer of total
knowledge to one and all”, in the edited volume, Supreme but not Infallible: Essays
in Honour of the Supreme Court of India (2000).

3egiel 39 " AA Y GFaF, St Wt ;| wYOr AT &R F whF T F F FH g
&1, ST gt q¢ FAie gAwIfaae: TR 3 AR HE g gle FE 3w 3T (2000)
H gmfd gl

In ‘Interpreting the Scales of Justice’ (2017), the book besides the sari-clad Justitia
was interpreted as signifying the Indian Constitution, rather than the Dharma Shastra.

SRR § Fhew 3H® FAfew (2017) F TN Tg IR F arF W [TaF
AT TR 7 Uclier AT 137, 7 5 Ry aET &

Dharma Shastra arguably restricted access to knowledge to certain caste/gender
groups (Dwija men) and denied it to others.

T A 7 HIAT AR WFe snfa/far gt @fas gowh) aw & A & AT w@r
AR gl A E dfad &Y T

Contextualising New Statues

I gfaaArt &1 Heef
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The placement of new statues of B.R. Ambedkar earlier and Lady Justitia now, along
with a new emblem for the Supreme Court, highlights inclusions and exclusions based
on caste, gender, and religion in recent times.
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¢ Questions raised about the higher judiciary’s diversity and equality have prompted
efforts to improve its public image.

3vg FEUIfasT 1 R{Afxvar 3k gaEar ) 3o v garet 3 39 adefae ofa ar
FURA ¥ SR # IRa B B

e On social media, the open-eyed Justitia is interpreted as “justice will now be given by
seeing one’s caste, religious identity, and political ideology.”

qrerel #far w gel @t arel Ff¥efear #r sarear 5@ yeR 1 o W R e
=g Shfa, enfde ggare 3R IeEifae farRyRT quex fear e

Public Desire for Accessibility

aﬁaﬁ?qg’?ra?rsﬁﬂ

e Such an interpretation of Justitia reflects the public desire for accessibility to higher
courts by all — as litigants, lawyers, judges, and for access to justice itself.

a%cﬁm@rsvmﬁmﬁ%ﬁmmqugaﬁmm
STolhdl &, dTe d aTeehdT, Jehrel, =ATATENer & I1 =T d& qg;u gTcd AT T8 &l

Do Not Cause Newer Forms of Discrimination

U YR & ASHTT d 3cUeel B

e Controversies around statues are not new.
gfaamst & 3maury fAare A 781 &1

e The history of the ‘mother and child’ statue in the Court also suggests so, as
demonstrated in the 2017 work mentioned eatrlier.

PIC H ‘AT US UIBes’ HT UIaAT F sfagr i Jgr far g, ST i ggar 3eai@d

2017 &% S H Iarr =T Tl

e A careful, inclusive approach is needed for representing law and justice in visual art
forms.

FeT AR T T T2F Tl T H G He & (AU Toh qraureiger 3 wamaef
TieaIor 3MaeTe &

Re-Envisioning Justice

:qwfrgaéwqm

e Should the idea of justice itself be re-envisioned?
T 7T HT ITUROT H JaA: Hieqd fhar S anfge?
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Should justice be presented as a protest, resistance, lived experience, and struggle?
a1 =g &l faver, wfady, Shfaa sreqera, ik wod & &0 F geqa frar S @nfge?

Should justice signify virtues like feminism, anti-caste, secularism, equality, and
judicial independence, as enshrined in the basic structure doctrine?

H UF gl AfRT, SHT b A wvaen Rgwia 7 A &2

Art and Aesthetics for Transformation

uRadsr & faw war 3R digdemes
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Should art, including statues, challenge the non-independence and hegemonisation
of the judiciary and open discussions on improving public perception?

FIT e, TG gfadT off anfAe & ~araarferer 1 I-Fadaar 3k o
el 3 =nfew 3t ardarfore arom = gure @ =t @ee wfgu?

Decolonisation must not drive newer postcolonial forms of social discrimination and
state violence.

A9-3iufaaRE e dgue 3R 5T RAT o BRI T HROT 87 §ear
Uy
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A devastatmg blow to global climate efforts

|GS Paper lll: Environment

ith the
Republicans firmly
in control of the
U.S. government, a
seismic shift in American climate
policy is imminent, threatening to
unravel years of slow but
hard-earned progress in
addressing the climate crisis.

With president-elect Donald
Trump referring to climate change
as a “hoax”, the most devastating
effect will be a diplomatic retreat
in global negotiations, along with a
possible withdrawal from the Paris
Agreement (PA). U.S. climate
negotiators will likely explain
inaction with references to
“domestic political constraints”,
which American environmental
advocates, frustrated by limited
options, may also use as a shield
while exhorting other major
economies in the global South to
take up the slack.

An alarming project proposal
Project 2025, developed by The
Heritage Foundation, brings
together the vision of many
conservative interests and is
expected to be unleashed from the
start of Mr. Trump’s presidency,
even though he distanced himself
from it during his campaign. It
envisions a reduction in federal
climate science programmes
across several departments. The
installation of politically appointed
“science advisers” at the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) signals a concerning shift
away from independent scientific
oversight. This accompanies the
potential dismantling of the EPA’s
2009 endangerment finding,
which forms the legal backbone of
climate regulation by identifying
greenhouse gases (GHGs) as public
health threats. This implies that
GHG emissions may no longer be
included in future environmental
legislation. The plan also calls for
ending green subsidies and
opposing “climate reparations” to
developing nations, effectively
abandoning any pretence of
climate justice.

The Inflation Reduction Act
(IRA) of the Biden administration,
the most ambitious U.S. climate
legislation to date, is especially
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Donald’s
Trump’s
re-election casts
an ominous
shadow over the
climate crisis

targeted by Project 2025, but it
may oddly survive due to its
widespread economic benefits,
particularly in Republican districts
that have seen substantial clean
energy investments and job
creation. Fossil fuel companies
anticipate expanded operational
freedom — a stance not unique to
one party, as evidenced by
previous bipartisan equivocation
on fracking. Scientific institutions
that work on climate change could
face severe cuts in federal funding.
In particular, research into
renewable energy and battery
storage faces significant reduction,
handicapping the ability to
compete in the growing global
clean energy economy.

These changes come at a time
when climate-driven disasters
demand a coordinated, robust
response. Indeed, it is mystifying
how climate disinformation and
misinformation can thrive in an
era of intensifying climate-induced
disasters, as witnessed in South
America with hurricanes Helene
and Ida. As this false messaging
deepens under Mr. Trump, the
public will be more disconnected
from the scientific realities of
climate change. The proposed
dismantling of climate science
infrastructure is more than just a
policy reversal; it is a retreat from
reality itself, one that future
generations will judge harshly.

Unfortunately, climate change
will not pause for political
convenience. While policy may
shift with elections, the physics of
GHG emissions is consistent.
Based on the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
Synthesis Report on Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs),
we are significantly off track from
meeting both NDC commitments
and PA temperature goals. Current
NDCs would lead to global
emissions of 51.5 Gt of CO2
equivalent by 2030, a level only
2.6% lower than in 2019. This falls
far short of the about 43%
reduction needed for the 1.5°C
target and 27% for the 2°C target.

Even with full implementation
of all NDCs, we are heading
towards temperature increases of
up to 2.8°C of warming. The

current trajectory would consume
86% of the remaining carbon
budget by 2030 for the desirable
target of 1.5°C. The report
emphasises an urgent need for
increased NDC ambition,
substantial over-achievement of
current NDCs, or both. Without
enhanced action, the required
post-2030 emission reductions
would need to be much steeper to
compensate for this slow start.
The 29th global meeting of the
UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (COP29) is going
on in Azerbaijan. The lame-duck
Biden administration will be
reluctant to make major
commitments on finance. As was
the case under previous
Republican administrations, one
can expect American delegates at
COP29 to blame their political
leaders for their inaction, while
aware that the U.S. is responsible
for about a quarter of GHGs
generated by humanity.

Rays of hope

Still, there may be reasons for
cautious hope. Globally, the clean
energy transition has gained
considerable momentum, driven
by market forces. Even
Republican-led States in the U.S.
have embraced renewable energy
investments, recognising the
economic opportunities they
bring to their communities. The
likely survival of the IRA
demonstrates how clean energy’s
economic benefits can create
durable political constituencies.
U.S. negotiators at the climate
conference will tell us that States,
cities, and businesses increasingly
view climate action as essential to
their long-term prosperity. While
there is room for domestic action
within the U.S., we must be
clear-eyed. The U.S. will not
support global climate finance or
take responsibility for being the
largest cumulative emitter of
GHGs. Climate justice will
seriously get stalled at a moment
when the world can least afford
delay. The challenge lies in
building upon existing progress,
while finding new paths in an
increasingly hostile international
political environment.
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A devastating blow to global climate efforts

STeary YATHl $Y TH q37 FSH

With the Republicans firmly in control of the U.S. government, a seismic shift in
American climate policy is imminent.

AN WHR W Rufeasar F1 qob Awor g & a1y, 3AREH Soary AHfa 7 vn
93T Seald e gl
President-elect Donald Trump has referred to climate change as a “hoax,” raising

fears of a diplomatic retreat in global negotiations and a potential withdrawal from the
Paris Agreement (PA).

Ag-fdifd Isgafd Seres €9 STodry qRdce $ "HEr R e g, ad aRas
grant ¥ MY gea IR IR 7=l (PA) ¥ s18T Phea i GeraeT ¢ 15 gl

U.S. climate negotiators may cite “domestic political constraints” to justify inaction,
shifting responsibility to major economies in the global South.

HARET FTorarg arcirR " exe] Toreiifard T3t &1 garell qahe ATSHaar & |8 sgx0
T ¢, 3R eaer =1 3w gfdor 1 o rdfegawansi R FIEaRa #X aad
gl

An alarming project proposal

Raress 9R@s«r yae

Project 2025, developed by The Heritage Foundation, outlines a reduction in federal
climate science programs and proposes appointing political “science advisers” at the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

WetFe 2025, 5 g e wrEsee o fasnfaa fohar &, ¥ Sreary faamrer wrdwaAl
@l HH H AN IEH TATEOT FIE&TT Tl (EPA) # ToTaiiicleh "aaiel HellgehRi™" &t
fgfEa &1 gema &ar B

The proposal threatens to dismantle the EPA’s 2009 endangerment finding, which
identifies greenhouse gases (GHGs) as public health threats.

g TEATd EPA &Y 2009 Y WalATEH I hl JATCT Flad HT GHAT T g, S MAe3d
At (GHGs) F Tdeias ey & AT @A AT gl

It advocates ending green subsidies and opposing “climate reparations” to
developing nations, undermining the idea of climate justice.

75 gRa afews) wored = 3R fawraeha St & foro "Srerary arfafel &1 e
FLeT & FTeId HT &, [T STearg #4149 FAAR el ¢

Targeting the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
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Project 2025 targets the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) but its widespread economic
benefits, including job creation in Republican districts, may ensure its survival.

Wetee 2025 Aarehifa wgataor sffaaes (1IRA) 1 e seirdr §, o sa
g 3T oo, S RufSersar forell F AsER Goiet, 30 aael T FHIET Feid 8|

Fossil fuel companies expect expanded operational freedom, while research into
renewable energy and battery storage faces funding cuts.

Sfarew $uar Fufaar _ReaRa aRaTeaT Taaadar v 39em AT §, Jafh Adiwoi
Fatt AT A HSROT A g 1 AT FHeldl 1 FHAT AT I35 &

Intensifying climate-induced disasters

Serarg-aRe raersit 1 i g

Climate-driven disasters like hurricanes Helene and Ida highlight the need for robust
responses, but climate misinformation is thriving.

g gatet 3R 33T ST T g-9RA 39Tt Asigd GfAfohar T maegehar &1 gl
g, olfehel SToTarg ITelcd AT Bol-Bol T &

The dismantling of climate science infrastructure would represent a retreat from reality,
with severe consequences for future generations.

Storarg faaer AT T & WATTT T AR ¥ 9IS geat St g, e
3T grelr et & fow 1efiv gRome giery

Failure to meet global targets

dfRg® el & QU FAQ F Awaan

According to the IPCC Synthesis Report, current Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) would reduce emissions by only 2.6% from 2019 levels by 2030,
far short of the 43% reduction needed for the 1.5°C target.

IPCC Weawor RUIE & 3R, aciar= Iy fauiRea ahrers (NDCs) 2019 % & &
2030 d& del 2.6% 3ol HH I, Sdieh 1.5°C 8T & ToIT 43% FY HI 3maeTemdr

gl

Current policies would consume 86% of the remaining carbon budget by 2030, risking a
temperature rise of up to 2.8°C.

Alsrer AT 2030 e AV el FSIc HT 86% YT Hal, T qd AIART H 2.8°C
deh gefr &1 SIEH gl

Rays of hope
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The global clean energy transition is gaining momentum, with even Republican-led
States embracing renewable energy investments for economic benefits.

dfRash Taes Foll WhAUT aIfd Yhs @1 ¢, foad Rufeasa-adea are s o 3nfde
T & AT Aol el Faer & 39+ 1§ 8

The survival of the IRA demonstrates that clean energy’s economic benefits can create
durable political constituencies.

IRA ST IT=TT 2Tl & foh TaTo Foil & e o TR Tielfae YR darR &
ghd gl

However, the U.S. remains unlikely to support global climate finance or take
responsibility as the largest cumulative emitter of GHGs.

grelifer, AN & dRaF Feararg a1 F#7dd A I GHGs & wad 3 o
3cHo® & & H TSHFAGHY ol T FHTGAT A §
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How did the ‘traffic light coalition fall? Why did German Chancellor Olaf Scholz fire his Finance Minister? Why did last year’s constitutional court
ruling affect the federal budget? What are its ratings? How is it expected to perform in the elections?

son of

Joan Sony Cherian

The story so far:
n November 6, Germany’s
ruling ‘traffic light’ coalition,
composed of the Social
Democrats (SPD), the Greens
and the Free Democrats (FDP), collapsed
when Chancellor Olaf Scholz fired his
Finance Minister, FDP’s Christian Lindner.
A no-confidence motion against the
government will be initiated on December
16, which Mr. Scholz is sure to lose
without the support of the FDP.
Therefore, Mr. Scholz has agreed to hold
snap elections on February 23, 2025
ahead of the scheduled election in
September 2025.

What happened?

Germany’s current ruling coalition, which
came to power in 2021, has been one of
the most ineffective coalitions that the
country has seen. Constant infighting
over key issues such as the budget
agreement, war with Ukraine, defence
and energy spending has brought about a
dysfunctional governance model.

While the Chancellor’s SPD and the
Greens want heavy state investment by
increasing government borrowing, Mr.
Lindner’s bro-business party has rejected
the same by espousing strict adherence to
Germany'’s debt brake rule which
prohibits borrowing beyond a set limit.
Further, the FDP has asked for tax cuts for
the wealthy, and austerity measures both
of which have been staunchly opposed by
the other two coalition partners.

The looming multi-billion dollar gap in
the federal budget is yet another thorn on
the side of the government.

What is Germany’s debt brake rule?
Germany'’s debt brake rule limits the EU
country’s borrowing to 0.35% of its GDP.
This limit, written into Basic Law
(German Constitution), effectively means
that the government has to try to balance

Troubled times: German Chancellor Olaf Scholz walks after his speech in the lower house of

parliament, in Berlin, Germany on November 13, REUTERS

its books every fiscal year, that is, it can
only spend what it makes via taxes and
levies. This rule was written into the law
in 2009 after the 2008 economic crisis to
bring public finances back under the
control of the government. The debt
brake limits indiscriminate government
borrowing which would later translate to
huge interest and fall as a burden on
future generations. While it had been
opposed then by the Greens and other
opposition parties as limiting the
government's ability to spend and act, it
became legally binding for the federal
government and the states in 2016 and
2020, respectively. No other EU country
has such strict borrowing rules.
However, there is an exception clause
“which allows the Bundestag [German
Parliament] to suspend the debt brake by
a simple majority in the event of a natural

disaster or other extraordinary
emergency situations beyond the control
of the state.” The Bundestag has already
used this exception from 2020-2022 citing
the COVID-19 pandemic and the onset of
the Ukraine-Russia war which caused the
energy crisis in the country — Germany
has been one of the strongest defenders
of Ukraine in the EU, with funds for
Ukraine’s security capacity building
initiative in 2024 alone amounting to
approximately 7.1 billion euro. However,
this has led to Germany cutting/weaning
off from Russian energy causing an
energy crisis in the country, the effects of
which are still felt in the economy.

What about the budget?

To work around the debt brake and to
finance its fiscal needs, Germany has a list
of various off-budget ‘special funds’ which

it uses for economic spending without
breaking the debt limit. Some of these
funds include the climate and
transformation fund, the economic
stabilisation fund, the federal armed
forces fund etc. The ruling coalition was
depending on these funds to get them
through the increased commitments to
climate initiatives and defence spending.

However, on November 15, 2023, a
constitutional court ruled that
transferring unused pandemic era debt of
around 60 billion euros to one of the
funds, specifically the climate and
transformation fund, was
unconstitutional. This had blown a hole
into the federal budget and further
stressed a coalition already frayed by
ideological differences.

What next?

The leader of the opposition alliance,
composed of the Christian Democratic
Union (CDU) and the Christian Social
Union (CSU), Friedrich Merz is leading in
opinion surveys. A poll conducted by
Forsa, wherein they asked citizens who
they would vote for if there was an
election next Sunday, showed the
opposition alliance leading at 33% as
compared to the SPD’s 16%.

However, AfD, the far-right party of
Germany, is also gaining influence in the
country. The anti-immigrant party
recently won the election in the eastern
state of Thuringia, its first state election
since the Nazi-era. According to Forsa,
AfD’s approval rates are at 17%, higher
than the SPD’s. The AfD has been accused
of having extensive networks with
neo-Nazi groups. A former AfD member
of the German parliament is currently in
custody for alleged involvement in the
planning of a coup. There is even a
proposal to file a motion to ban the AfD.
Therefore, while the AfD are unlikely to
lead government, the party could get a
larger seat share in the Bundestag. AfD
has opposed all arms shipment to Ukraine
and similar to U.S. president-elect Donald
Trump has called for strict rules against
irregular migration and open borders.

Why is Germany headed for snap polls?

FHAT AT ¥ UgA FoAral B AR FA 96 @ 87

e On November 6, Germany’s ruling ‘traffic light’ coalition (Social Democrats - SPD,
Greens, and Free Democrats - FDP) collapsed when Chancellor Olaf Scholz fired his
Finance Minister, FDP’s Christian Lindner.

6 SAGET T STHAT T 'EPF ATSET' ISTYU (TAST AT - SPD, Ai=q, 3R Hr
SHIhCH - FDP) dd €& a1 Sfd UideR AT efest o FDP & fao #:1 forfRerger
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Germany headed for snap polls?

THE GIST

v

Germany’s current ruling
coalition, which came to power
in 2021, has been one of the
most ineffective coalitions that
the country has seen.

v

Germany’s debt brake rule
limits the EU country’s
borrowing to 0.35% of its GDP.
This limit, written into Basic
Law (German Constitution),
effectively means that the
government has to try to
balance its books every fiscal
year.

v

The leader of the opposition
alliance, composed of the
Christian Democratic Union
(CDU) and the Christian Social
Union (CSU), Friedrich Merz is
leading in opinion surveys.
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A no-confidence motion against the government will be initiated on December 16,
which Chancellor Scholz is sure to lose without FDP’s support.

16 RRHET FI THR & WP IAEH TEd1d AT S0, f5E FDP & FHIT & o=
AT Mool gRA arel &l

Snap elections are scheduled for February 23, 2025, ahead of the earlier planned
elections in September 2025.

23 YE{Y 2025 T HAY { Tgel IoArd gial, ST Igel RAda 2025 7 gt arel 9|

How did the ‘traffic light’ coalition fall?

The coalition, which came to power in 2021, has been one of the most ineffective in
Germany's history due to constant infighting over budget agreements, the Ukraine
war, defense, and energy spending.

2021 & TAT H AT I IS STHAT & Sfadgrd H TaH J9ET @7 8, o ad s
w@ﬁ,uﬁw,r&aﬂwmﬁaﬁaﬁﬁwwmﬁmgl

The SPD and Greens favor heavy state investment via government borrowing, while
FDP, a pro-business party, opposes it, citing the debt brake rule.

SPD 3T g Y R AU & gereR €, Safes FDP, ot U Wi-fasad ardt g, &
U HUT 9% FIGH & galell S WIiel T &)

FDP has also demanded tax cuts for the wealthy and austerity measures, both
opposed by the other coalition partners.

FDP & 3 & faw ¢ Feld) 3 g&a s9q 3y & AT 6 §, 99 37 gganey

gall & @WIieT Y feam|

A multi-billion-dollar gap in the federal budget has further deepened the rift within the
coalition.

mmﬁag-mﬁmmﬁmmuﬂa:aﬂmmaﬁaﬂ?mww%‘l

What is Germany’s debt brake rule?

THAY FT RHOT 9 FIH FAT 82

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

The debt brake rule, introduced in 2009, limits Germany’s borrowing to 0.35% of its
GDP.

2009 H U2 fhaT 1T HOT a9 TH FTHAT & IUY I GDP & 0.35% der AT Hdm
gl

It mandates that the government can only spend what it earns through taxes and levies,
aiming to balance the books each fiscal year.

I IH PN AT Sad T TG A A AT ST § ST 9 A AR Yob &
AeIH @ 3o X g, aifs &Y faer af & seie d@qfard @
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This rule became legally binding for the federal government in 2016 and for states in
2020.

I fgd 98T @R & v 2016 3R T & foIT 2020 # el & & STegshiy

g I

There is an exception clause for extraordinary situations like natural disasters, which
was invoked during 2020-2022 for the COVID-19 pandemic and the Ukraine-Russia
war.

Tehicieh TYeT3i Siell 3 ETReT FEufadl & fov veh 3vare @3 &, 918 2020-2022 &
aRTeT COVID-19 HEARY 3R Tehal-&H Jeu & v o) fohar = )

Why did last year’s constitutional court ruling affect the federal
budget?

Ao g & ddufa® eed F Hae o F6T g9 F Ha vafad
fFar?

The constitutional court's decision restricted the government’s ability to reallocate funds,
leading to a looming multi-billion-dollar gap in the federal budget.

HAUTlelsh 37eTeld & hel o THR HT g YeT: HAfed Al I &THaT H WA

ferm, foradr ey aste # ag-3a S $T 3l 3Tt &1 |
It further limited the government’s ability to finance emergency measures, adding
pressure to adhere to the debt brake rule.

a1 UTATelld 3911 & fadaIvoT I ERR 6T &7AdT i AR AT w0 &,
S8 HOT 9% AIH &7 UTeld el T gad d¢ T

What are its ratings? How is it expected to perform in the elections?

TsateT HT T FAT T2 oATAl A SHHT WA HHT WIN?
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Current opinion polls show declining popularity for the traffic light coalition, with the
FDP losing significant voter confidence.

IIHTST SAAT FdeToT 7 P A8 Toaud HI AHIAT gedr Gw W &, 3R FDP
o AdGIT3T &1 Agcaqur favard @ f&ar gl

The SPD and Greens are expected to face challenges due to economic crises and
ineffective governance during their tenure.

39T FIRHIA & SR 3MTF Hehe 3R 3TAET AT & HROT SPD 31K Ae=w =1

AT T BIHAT HIAT 95 el 3
The opposition, led by CDU/CSU, is likely to benefit in the upcoming elections,
potentially securing a strong position.

CDU/CSU & aidca aTerr fager Hemey gl 7 @mer 3a7 Hevcl § 3R gorfaa &9 @
Aorga et g1ffer X @ehar Bl
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What about the budget?
g9l & TR #H F1?

To work around the debt brake and to finance its fiscal needs, Germany has a list of
various off-budget ‘special funds’, which it uses for economic spending without
breaking the debt limit.

Some of these funds include the climate and transformation fund, the economic
stabilisation fund, and the federal armed forces fund, etc.

ol AT (debt brake) I R fhT foar 319el Oy Sl &1 9 & & fAQ, ST
& U1 Ao ATh-gic ‘TIAT B g, Sttt 393197 ag 3w @at & v wxar
g1 5T FaTgAT IR THBIHAAT FF, sHAMRS TeRABAUT B3, 3R heter 3FS
s % anfAd &l

The ruling coalition was depending on these funds to manage its increased
commitments to climate initiatives and defence spending.

ARG TS 3T gl R Adarg 9go 3R W @« F Qv ggd wfaaqyanst #
Q@ A & forw fFeR am

On November 15, 2023, a constitutional court ruled that transferring unused
pandemic-era debt of around 60 billion euros to the climate and transformation
fund was unconstitutional.

15 TdaY 2023 T Ueh FaAuTfAs 3rered 4 Tg haer I & Ae@i-gor & rvg+d
Tl (60 3T ) &I FASAC AR THBIHT 65 7 TAGRT a1 rwdeanfas g

This decision blew a hole in the federal budget and further stressed a coalition already
frayed by ideological differences.

5H thael o BsTd doic H T8 Fhe W X AT 3R uge & & e AqAT @ I3
{E Teat 9 3R gara sTel e

What next?
T FII?
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The leader of the opposition alliance, composed of the Christian Democratic Union
(CDU) and the Christian Social Union (CSU), Friedrich Merz, is leading in opinion
surveys.

fauelr sraateT & oAar, S FReaer sasfe® gfawer (CDU) 3R friRawes akerer
AT (CSU) & Aoty aa11 &, el #Ast, starsra |daron & 3mr ool | &

A poll conducted by Forsa showed the opposition alliance leading at 33%, compared
to the SPD’s 16%.

Forsa garT ft v vs wdeor 7 fausl arsaesr & 33% W fe@mr 7=, siefe SPD
T Shdol 16% AT

The far-right party AfD is also gaining influence, with approval rates at 17%, higher
than the SPD’s.
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BR-USE 9rEf AfD &1 y11a 8 9 T@T &, 3R 58 TP & 17% 8, 5t SPD ¥ 31f8

gl

e AfD recently won the election in the eastern state of Thuringia, its first state election

victory since the Nazi-era.

AD & grel & & qdf o IR A g Siar, St Arst-ger & a1g 37 gell A7

Coicieicid

The AfD has been accused of having extensive networks with neo-Nazi groups, and
a former AfD member of parliament is in custody for allegedly planning a.coup.

AfD W fral-aTslt W & W SAT9F Aca® gl 1 IHRY g, 3N 3o T I HidG

I AEATIeIE FI ATl Fellel o IRT H Iad & forar 7137 g
e There is even a proposal to file a motion to ban the AfD.
AfD R 9faaer R & fov g&dE o Y A1 8 sa18 51 W g

e While the AfD is unlikely to lead the government, the party could get a larger seat share
in the Bundestag.

el 8 AfD & TIHR T Acfcd Flel T HHIGAT o1 &, offehet Urél @l g3FenT & Iftw
i€ fAa adr g1
e The party has opposed all arms shipments to Ukraine and has called for strict rules
against irregular migration and open borders, similar to Donald Trump’s policies.

58 el & Tohel T AR Soa &1 A fomar & 3R afeafa garw sk g s
& @aw wed AgAt Hr #@Fr A §, S Sees v i Afaat F g g

Why were the Kerala IAS

officers suspended?

What do the conduct rules specify? Does it adequately cover the usage of social media? Do civil service rules
need to be reviewed? What does ‘unbecoming of an officer’ mean?

|GS Paper |l: Governance I

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
erala has suspended two TAS
officers, N. Prashant and K.
Gopalakrishnan, citing
violation of service rules.

What are the charges?

The charge against N. Prashant is that he
had made ‘derogatory statements” on
social media against A. Jayathilak IAS,
Additional Chief Secretary, that amounted
to grave indiscipline and undermining the
public image of the administrative
machinery of the State. The government
order stated that these remarks were
‘unbecoming of an officer’ borne in the
Indian Administrative Service (IAS). Mr.
Prashant alleged that Jayathilak had
orchestrated baseless news reports
against him. He refuted these allegations.
K. Gopalakrishnan has been suspended

for allegedly creating a religion-based
WhatsApp group — ‘Mallu Hindu Officers’
— that sowed disunity and created
communal formations within the IAS
cadre. He had claimed that this group was
created after his mobile phone was
hacked. However, the suspension order
stated that the police inquiry found no
evidence of such hacking and that the
officer had done a ‘factory reset’ of the
phone before handing it over to police.

What do the rules state?

The All-India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 (AIS rules) governs the conduct of
1AS, IPS and Indian Forest Service
officers. The AIS rules provide a code of
conduct for the officers. Some of the rules
relevant for the current issue are briefly
summarised here. Officers should
maintain high standards of ethics,
integrity, honesty, political neutrality,
accountability and transparency. They

Website: patrioticias.in
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should uphold the supremacy of
constitutional values. They can
participate or contribute in public media
in the bonafide discharge of their duties.
They shall not in any communication over
any public media adversely criticise the
policies of the government. They shall not
have recourse to any court or press for
the vindication of official act, that has
been subject matter of criticism, without
the previous sanction of the government.
It also contains an omnibus rule that the
officers shall do nothing which is
‘unbecoming of a member of the service.

What are the issues?

There are certain overall issues that need
to be addressed. First, the rules don’t
have explicit guidelines with respect to
communication through social media.
Second, the rules have been amended
from time to time by including various
new conduct guidelines that regulate both

the private and official life of officers. The
term ‘unbecoming of a member of the
service” however continues as an omnibus
rider that can be misused/misinterpreted.
It must also be borne in mind that
invariably in all cases, it is the senior
officers and government who enforce
these rules against junior officers and
hence the latter need to be protected
from any such misuse.

What can be reviewed?
Firstly, specific rules may be added with
respect to the use of social media. This
may include guidelines for the nature of
official content that can be posted as well
the right to defend against any
defamatory campaign concerning official
work. Secondly, an illustrative list may be
provided for the term ‘unbecoming of a
member of the service, based on past
instances where action had been taken on
this basis. Officers, especially youngsters,
should remember that anonymity is an
important trait of civil servants. In the
present day and age, social media is a
powerful medium for providing publicity
to various governmental initiatives. It
educates citizens when used judiciously.
However, officers should exercise
responsible anonymity while discharging
their functions and disseminating
information about the same.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal.
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Kerala IAS Officers Suspended (GS Paper IV: Ethics)
T ATETTH ATAFINAT  Adfad A

Kerala has suspended two IAS officers, N. Prashant and K.
Gopalakrishnan, citing violation of service rules.

I A QY amseed FHfAFRG, ve. werd AR F. MurageoraT F dar
A F1 3ed"d F & IRT F Fafad fwam

What are the charges?

IRT F4T 87

e The charge against N. Prashant is that he had made ‘derogatory statements’ on social
media against A. Jayathilak IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, which amounted to
grave indiscipline and undermining the public image of the administrative machinery of
the State.

o TS YAdF @TH 3RT § & 3l Gierer AfSar T v, Faf¥a+ 3nsvey,
fafFa gea g & Wors e F@ are qawr R, s a3k 3epmesdear 3k
TST YT dF FT Aidoliad Sid Al FHAR e & & |

e K. Gopalakrishnan has been suspended for allegedly creating a religion-based
WhatsApp group — ‘Mallu Hindu Officers’ — that sowed disunity and created
communal formations within the IAS cadre.

o F. MITAFSUIA 1 ‘Hoel Fg FRAFHY AHS U e-3maRd grcawy @og a6 &
IR 7 Fefad Far @, Gad smgafa 3R 3msueg Fsv & aeveids FaresT
g3TI

What do the rules state?
AIAT A FA1 Fer AT 7

e The All-India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968 (AIS rules) governs the conduct of IAS,
IPS and Indian Forest Service officers.

o AT dARAT Far (3TN A, 1968 (AIS fA"#) 3msvey, 3msdy 3R 9RAT T
{AT ATRIRAT & MROT A HAIEFT FA &
e The AIS rules provide a code of conduct for the officers. Officers should maintain high

standards of ethics, integrity, honesty, political neutrality, accountability and
transparency.

e AlIS e 3RFIRAT & T 3R IRdar ye axd g1 JfwRar @ aAfawdr,
SATACH, TSTae deEddl, Saracal 3R YRERIAT & 3Td ATl Pl §eIT IWAT
Bl
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Officers should uphold the supremacy of constitutional values and can participate or
contribute in public media in the bona fide discharge of their duties.

&Rl @t wfdufas Aeat A wafoaar s=v @e @Y iR 3 A9 SEAerEt
& fosust dest # adafae AT 7 smr @ FHA § AT AR W FRS

They shall not in any communication over any public media adversely criticise the
policies of the government.

g foraY off araeifae @ifsar # Wer &1 Afaat Fr raraar F87 & Tohd|

They shall not have recourse to any court or press for the vindication of official acts that
have been subject matter of criticism, without the previous sanction of the government.

d frdl o TRl Fcd & T91d & AU 9o TR H @ F@ipfa & ered ar 99
I TERT =TEl of Fehd |

Officers should do nothing which is ‘unbecoming of a member of the service.’

IR T AT FT o TE T WRT S JaT & FEET F T H I G

What are the issues?

= AT

The rules don’t have explicit guidelines with respect to communication through social
media.

faAT # Aerer AfRAr & AgA & §IR & Gay A Fase fqan-fader A8 £
The rules have been amended from time to time by including various new conduct
guidelines that regulate both the private and official life of officers.

ATAT § AT-TAT W MU v v § Sad 3Rt & @eh 3R snfieReE
Naet &1 I T e arel A0 3R feer-Ader enfAer fhw arw

The term ‘unbecoming of a member of the service’ continues as an omnibus rider that
can be misused/misinterpreted.

VAT & FGET & T & I Aqsg; T AT AT & &9 & IR BT g, o
eI/ i § sTeaTidd faar S @kl &

It must also be borne in mind that invariably, it is the senior officers and government
who enforce these rules against junior officers, and hence the latter need to be protected
from any such misuse.

g €A1 H W1 1T o gAem alss il ik SR & 57 fAaAT & s
ARFIRGT R A FA &, FATAT FfAIR IFTAFIRIT FI 58 Re & GEIANT § FIaT
e amigu|

What can be reviewed?

a1 GHIET T ST HFhdr &2
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Specific rules may be added with respect to the use of social media, including guidelines
for the nature of official content that can be posted.
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o AT AT F 3UAT & Fog #H AfAse AIA AT 371 Fha g, FH 3w
TN & ThR & v Gar-Rder anfaa g ot aee i I Fhar

¢ Anillustrative list may be provided for the term ‘unbecoming of a member of the
service, based on past instances where action had been taken on this basis.

o AT F FEET F T H AT e F AT v FEmRor A ueT A1 TR §, S
3T # 39 3MUR W F 318 wears ¥ 3maRa &l

o Officers, especially youngsters, should remember that anonymity is an important trait of
civil servants.

o ORI, fARAIY &9 & gar AfAFRAT A Tg Ie WA AT & = v
FAgcaqul fAAYAT § ARG daehi |

e Social media is a powerful medium for providing publicity to various governmental
initiatives. It educates citizens when used judiciously.

o AT AT AP TIHNT Ugal I TIIRT Fed FT Uk ATFATAT ATEIH | I
gahT faasqot alish @ 3AeT fham Sirar &, dF I8 AFIReT @ RIfeTT #ar g

o Officers should exercise responsible anonymity while discharging their functions and
disseminating information about the same.

o SR A 3o SEAeRar &1 Fdga W gaw 3R &9 SRy saRa
A FHYI THFACR IHAATH T lelel LT =T
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REUTERS

Why is a UK. consumer protection group
going after Apple’s iCloud?

The UK. group called ‘Which?" alleged that Apple customers were charged excessive fees to use the iCloud storage service, and that the

iPhone-maker violated competition law. By contrast, the Android market has more options for cloud services that are easy to install

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
U.K. consumer protection
group called “Which?” has filed
a £3 billion claim against Apple
as it represents U.K. customers
who paid for the company’s iCloud
services since October 1, 2015. The
consumer group claims that Apple’s
customers were locked into using iCloud
and forced to pay unfair prices for it, as
the iPhone-maker violated competition
law in the process.

How does Apple iCloud work?
Apple’s iCloud is a storage service that
allows Apple customers to back up their
device-based data such as photos, videos,
emails, files, and more. They can then
access the stored media from other
devices or through the web.

For example, if a user who dropped
their iPhone into the sea had opted for
automatic backup to iCloud, they would
not have to worry about losing precious
videos of a deceased pet, voice memos
from their loved ones, the poem they
were composing on their phone, the
health metrics they were planning to
show their doctor, their saved passwords,
important to-do lists, downloaded books,
device-based text messages, and more,
since these would be preserved through
iCloud.

Naturally, storing so much data from

| different apps and features — and
constantly updating it — takes up space.
With the free version of Apple’s iCloud,
users get 5 GB of storage. However, they
can subscribe to various iCloud+ plans,
which offer up to 12 TB of storage, if they
need more space. The premium plans
also come with additional privacy and
security features.

Why is the U.K. consumer group
taking legal action against Apple?
‘Which?’ believes that Apple forced its
iPhone and iPad customers to use iCloud
and did not give them fair ways to explore
rival cloud services. By the group’s
calculation, Apple owes customers
around £3 billion.

According to the group, Apple gave
greater preference to its own cloud
storage service on devices such as
iPhones and iPads, and tied iCloud to
these i0S devices. As a result, ‘Which?’
claimed that Apple customers were
locked into using iCloud, finding it harder
to switch to other services, and were
caught in an environment that let Apple
overcharge users. The group also claimed
an i0S monopoly across Apple systems
helped it get an “unfair advantage” in the
cloud storage market as well. “A key tactic
to achieve this has been encouraging
users to sign up to iCloud for storage of
photos, videos and other data while
simultaneously making it difficult to use
alternative providers, because Apple does

Website: patrioticias.in
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| not allow customers to store or back-up

all of their phone’s data with a third-party
provider. i0S users then have to pay for
the service once photos, notes, messages

and other data go over the free 5GB limit,”

said the ‘Which?’ press team in a
statement on November 14. If legal action
is successful, the group estimated that the
average damages per consumer would be
around £70 (approximately ¥7,458.92).

This action by ‘Which?’ has been filed
with the Competition Appeal Tribunal.
The group said it wants Apple to address
the grievances by giving customers back
their money and opening up the i0S
ecosystem, thus avoiding litigation.

Eligible customers in the U.K. will be
part of the legal proceedings by default,
but they can opt out if they want to.
Meanwhile, eligible users overseas can
request to be part of the proceedings.
Now, ‘Which?’ must get permission from
the Competition Appeal Tribunal to act as
a class representative.

However, Apple has rejected the
allegations about iCloud’s anticompetitive
practices, pointing out that using its cloud
storage service was not compulsory and
that there were alternatives.

The iPhone- maker said it would
defend itself against legal claims,
according to a Reuters report.

Will Google’s Cloud offerings also
come under legal review?
The U.K. consumer group is specifically

targeting Apple in its legal case, alleging
anti-competitive action such as restricting
alternative options and locking in
customers. ‘Which?’ has pointed to how
the dominance of iOS on Apple devices
boosted iCloud’s dominance in the cloud
market.

By contrast, the Android market has
more options for cloud services that are
easy to install and use across diverse
devices, with less of a “walled garden”
structure.

Google itself offers both Drive and
Cloud services. While Drive enables file
sharing by using cloud features and Al,
Google Cloud lets enterprises and
developers run more complex operations
with its tools. A user with a basic Google
Account also gets 15 GB of storage for free,
which applies to their Gmail, Google
Drive, and Google Photos.

While Google is not mentioned in this
particular claim by the U.K. consumer
group, the internet giant has been
deemed a monopolist in the search
engine market, after a high-profile trial in
the U.S.

While it is not certain whether the legal
claim by U.Ks “Which?" will move
forward successfully, the case will
likely spark both customers and
regulators across the world to question
whether cloud service providers — be they
Apple, Google, Microsoft, Amazon, or
others — should be pulled up for their
market practices and fee structure.
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Why is a U.K. consumer protection group going after
Apple’s iCloud?

foeeT &1 wer 3usiierar HI&TOT WHE TS & IHTESFA3S
9T FAT §HAT ST T@T ¢?

The U.K. group called ‘Which?’ alleged that Apple customers were
charged excessive fees to use the iCloud storage service, and that the
IPhone-maker violated competition law. By contrast, the Android
market has more options for cloud services that are easy to install

L. & gy aHs g & 3RT oA & woae & JEet § iCloud
TR AT T 3TAT & F v 3w e fawm mr ar, 3k
iPhone fa&Tar & yfaeaut Fee #1 3ecdus Faml s Radia, vgiss
Athe # Fa3s A F Qv 30F Aees § S sTera & A
e

U.K. Consumer Group Files £3 Billion Claim Against Apple
¥, 3UMFT §HE 7 Apple & e £3 Rfdaer &1 gmar g fran

e A U.K. consumer protection group called ‘Which?’ has filed a £3 billion claim against
Apple, representing U.K. customers who paid for iCloud services since October 1,
2015.

&, 3YHFAT FI&TUT HHE ‘Which?’ A Apple & TTaTw £3 faferasr &1 grar grax fhar
g, ST 1 JrFga 2015 & iCloud AaT3il o TIT $[ITclleT kel aTed g h. ATEehi b
gfafafica &ar gl

e The group claims that Apple’s customers were locked into using iCloud and were
forced to pay unfair prices for it, as Apple violated competition law.

THE 1 &ar § T Apple & ATgert T iCloud T 3UANT el & forw amed foram aram
3R 3¢ 38 AT Iearaqet Fad g g, Fife Apple o fawaut Fieg
3eeitel fohaT|

How Does Apple iCloud Work?

Apple iCloud & 1 FHIAT 82

o Apple’s iCloud is a storage service allowing customers to back up their device data such
as photos, videos, emails, files, and more.
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Apple FTiCloud Teh TERST TAT § Sl ATGhI Pl 3o1h 3a18H 3T o1 Wier, difsa,
&, BTsd, 3R 3T F FIT FE AT IFATT & L

Customers can access the stored media from other devices or through the web.
g IR FHTSAT Sl 3T 3UHION H AT A & ATEIA ¥ THAH T Fohdd ol

For example, if a user dropped their iPhone into the sea, and opted for automatic
backup to iCloud, they would not lose important data.

3ETEX0T & ToIT, 3R fohell SU™NTeRdT o 39T iPhone #Fg # R feam 3R waanfaa
4379 iCloud I T, A & Fgcaqul 3eT @Y =gl aTeay|

iCloud preserves data such as photos, voice memos, poems, health metrics, saved
passwords, to-do lists, and more.

iCloud WYeY, ¥aX #AY, FRAAW, Fareey #Afew, wear v grwas, FRYN, 3R 3w ST
I ERETT T &

Storing and constantly updating such data takes up space, with the free version offering
5 GB of storage.

S oRE & ST I TR T 3R AR 3UST AT T ol g, forasd fqoa

HERIOT H 5 GB & TSI Yl fhdr 1T &l

Users can subscribe to iCloud+ plans, offering up to 12 TB of storage with additional
privacy and security features.

3YYNTRAT iCloud+ ASTeT3iT HT Je&IdT of ohd g, Sit 12 TB dh TRl YereT Hdr §,
aryy & 3ifaRerd uehgar 3 geam giaene o g g

Why is the U.K. Consumer Group Taking Legal Action Against Apple?
&, 39NFAT FHE Apple F BA® Fft Fa$ F4f #T @7 872
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‘Which?’ believes that Apple forced iPhone and iPad users to use iCloud and did not
allow them to explore rival cloud services.

‘Which?’ &1 #TAT & f& Apple & iPhone 31X iPad 3Ua1eTshdT3tt &I iCloud T 39TeT
A & v areg fhar AR 37 yfagady Fa13s AaU3 &1 gar oo HeTATT AL
arl

According to the group’s calculation, Apple owes customers around £3 billion.
HHE o 3MTAT & HJAR, Apple Sl ATEhi ' oareraT £3 fafdrrer <o &

‘Which?’ claims Apple gave preference to its own cloud storage on iPhones and iPads,
locking users into iCloud and making it difficult to switch to other services.

‘Which?’ &7 &raT § f& Apple & iPhones 3R iPads W 3i9ell gg &I Fell38 TR Al
AT &, f39d 39T iCloud & are g a1v 3R 3w Janit & Tag w=r
AR & I

The group also claims Apple created an iOS monopoly, giving it an unfair advantage in
the cloud storage market.

THg &1 Tg N arar § T Apple o iOS AlATel 5118, fHad 38 Fo35 RS IR
# T AT A8 T
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The tactic included encouraging users to sign up for iCloud for storage of photos,
videos, and other data, while making it difficult to use alternative providers.

9 OGS & 3UANTHAr3 F wrer, AifFA, 33 37 37 & fAv iCloud T Ferzar
J & AT YichHIgd T AT AT, Tk dhfedsd TSI T 3TN HIAT hideT

a1 feam amar |
Users then had to pay for the service once their data exceeded the free 5 GB limit.

o STAETRAT3T T FaT & T 3T ST UST SId 3eTehT ST 5 GB &l Hord HaAT
T ¥ gr |

If legal action is successful, the group estimates that the average damages per
consumer would be around £70 (¥7,458.92).

3R FN HNATS Fhel Blcl o, Ol FHG T ITA § b Tcdeh 3usierar #1 3iacet
£70 (%7,458.92) &I JhdTeT gIaTT|

Legal Action Filed with Competition Appeal Tribunal
yfaequt srdier FrfaETor # FE FRES RN @ TE

The legal action by ‘Which?’ has been filed with the Competition Appeal Tribunal.
‘Which?’ GaRT &l HRars Ffaeqd’ srdfter sarnfastor #§ g 1 78 gl

The group wants Apple to address grievances by giving customers back their money
and opening up the iOS ecosystem, thus avoiding litigation.

THE dedT & & Apple 3Usierarsil @I 3o daT arog &Y 3R i0S wikfeufadr a7 &

Grereh RIS ST FATT Y, ATfh Hehe Aol F a1 ST Heh|

Eligible customers in the U.K. will be part of the legal proceedings by default, but they
can opt out if they want.

. H U g Fiofell TishdT T FEAT oidl, Afehed & @1 o S1g o o Feohd &
Eligible users overseas can request to be part of the proceedings.
feel ar 3uAerehct Ufshar &1 REAT ool 7 IEY W Fhd B

‘Which?’ must get permission from the Competition Appeal Tribunal to act as a class
representative.

‘Which?’ &I gfaeqe’ srfier ~aranfastor O Fam 9fafdf®r s &0 & a7 = fr
AT WIS el graf

Apple has rejected the allegations about iCloud’s anticompetitive practices, claiming
that using its cloud service was not compulsory and alternatives were available.

Apple = iCloud Fr RAth-gforauicas W&ﬁa;mq’fa#amgcrmﬁsm
FA3S [T FT 39T fAarT 787 a1 3R [Ared 3uasy |

According to a Reuters report, Apple said it would defend itself against legal claims.

Reuters RAIE & 3[HR, Apple & &gl 7 g Il ardl & Qe 39l T&T Y|

Will Google’s Cloud Offerings Also Come Under Legal Review?
FIT Google & FA38 3THT T FEEA Al & dgar 3w
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e The U.K. consumer group is specifically targeting Apple in its legal case, alleging anti-
competitive actions such as restricting alternative options and locking in customers.

&, SUAIFAT HAE 3HUel Flefell ATHAS H TIAT §9 § Apple HI #If&IT T T &, IRT
A §U & 38 dwfeus Rsvedl 1 WfAT fHar AR gt 1 amew fea|

e ‘Which?’ pointed out how the dominance of iOS on Apple devices boosted iCloud’s
dominance in the cloud market.

‘Which?’ & Jg ST 7 i0S &1 Apple 39aOIT W 98fcd o iCloud T FAT35 TSR &
Jefcd 1 dorar fea|

e By contrast, the Android market has more options for cloud services that are easy to
install and use across diverse devices, with less of a “walled garden” structure.

sg% faudid, Android ISR & Fol138 Aa13il & v 310F faowed § ST Afde
3YHIUNT W AT T el IR 3uAer Fe a1 Ia €, 3R 598 “Sart arer si=r
TIIAT A g

e Google offers both Drive and Cloud services.

Google &It Drive 3 Cloud ¥a1U Y&l &XdT gl

e Google Drive enables file sharing by using cloud features and Al, while Google Cloud
allows enterprises and developers to run more complex operations.

Google Drive wge AIRET &1 T35 FIALTAT AR Al &1 39ANT X HaTH FT 8,
sfafeh Google Cloud Uit 3R Saelod &1 3ifte S HuTolel et &I 3efATT &ar
gl

e A user with a basic Google Account gets 15 GB of free storage for Gmail, Google
Drive, and Google Photos.

Tsh 3UGNThdl & 9T Google BT glel T 38 15 GB T HWd TRl Gmail, Google
Drive, 3iX Google Photos & T f&erar &1

e While Google is not mentioned in this particular claim, it has been deemed a
monopolist in the search engine market after a high-profile trial in the U.S.

grelifeh Google FT 38 faAN arar 7 3ea@ G §, dfhel W L.TH. 7 U gIS-AIbIgel
HheH & dIe Algiel AT 247§
o |tis uncertain whether the legal claim by the U.K.’s ‘Which?’ will move forward

successfully, but the case may spark global questions about market practices of cloud
service providers.

Ig 3ARYA & T . & ‘Which?’ SaRT GRR &I alaT AheldIqaeh 3 S¢am AT
sTgT, eifchel Ig AT ARG TAX W FAT38 AAT TSIl & SR JATHT 9 FaTol 3T
bl Bl

e The case may prompt customers and regulators worldwide to question whether cloud

service providers — Apple, Google, Microsoft, Amazon, or others — should be pulled
up for their market practices and fee structures.

gg AT ATghi IR FAHPT FF Apple, Google, Microsoft, Amazon, IT 37 Fel138
AT T3 & Ig HATT YOl & [T IRT T Tl & foh AT 3¢ IoAehl TWIX
T3 AR Yook AT & AU IRER SET ST AR
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Ahead of polls, Centre eases norms for soya bean
procurement

Al F 98 Fg A AET @le & fgar F da &

Ahead of polls, Centre
eases norms for soya

GS Paper lll: Issue
associated with direct and

Indirect subsidies

Ahead of the crucial Maha-
rashtra  election, the
Centre has relaxed the
norms for procuring soya
bean. Relaxing the earlier
norm that soya bean with a
moisture content of less
than 12% can be procured
under the Price Support
Scheme (PSS) during the
last kharif season, an offi-
cial order of the Union
Agriculture Ministry on
Friday said soya bean with
moisture content up to 15%
can also be procured by
the States.

During the campaign,
the Congress had offered
to give a minimum support
price (MSP) of ¥7,000 for a
quintal of soya bean.

Farmers had protested
demanding steady pro-
curement of the crops in
Madhya Pradesh and Mah-
arashtra. The Centre’s di-
rection to the Chief Secre-
taries of Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pra-
desh, Telangana, Rajas-

Dean procurement

than, and Karnataka also
said that the decision was
based on the “representa-
tions received” and the Un-
ion Agriculture Ministry
had no objection. It said in
the order that it would be a
one-time measure subject
to the condition that all the
expenses or losses in-
curred on account of pro-
curement of stocks with
moisture content up to 15%
should be borne by the res-
pective State governments
“in the larger interests of
farmers”.

“The central nodal
agencies namely NAFED
and NCC are accordingly
directed to make the pay-
ment to State level procur-
ing agencies at the price af-
ter adjusting the value of
relaxed percentage of
moisture while the pay-
ment of MSP in full will be
ensured by the State level
procuring agencies and
State government con-
cerned to the registered
farmers for the procured
soya bean stocks under
PSS,” the order said.

Relaxation of Norms for Procuring Soybean
Ahead of Maharashtra Election

HERTSE Y19 ¥ gga A1 i A @lie & v
faaat & s

e The Centre has relaxed norms for procuring soya
bean ahead of the crucial Maharashtra election.

he, o HERTSE AT & Tged WRAT AT i @l & faw
et # ge & §

e The earlier norm that soya bean with a moisture
content of less than 12% could be procured under

the Price Support Scheme (PSS) during the last
kharif season has been relaxed.

e @0% e & eI I3d §9E FRHA (PSS) &
JEd 12% & &A A arel 7 i T TG & AId7
e & IS R

e According to the new official order from the Union
Agriculture Ministry on Friday, soya bean with
moisture content up to 15% can also be procured by
States.

G F FATT & YFIR & JHMARRE 3T &
3THR, 15% T a#t arel @rr et v 8 et
garT @l H ST THA T

e During the election campaign, the Congress had
promised a minimum support price (MSP) of ¥7,000
per quintal of soya bean.

AT TOR & SR, FAW A @1 Ao & gia Faeer
7,000 & FATH FHAA Hed (MSP) T Ureher hr

oA

e Farmers had protested, demanding steady
procurement of crops in Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra.

framel o AET weer 3R #AgRISE H el o FafAda

@ﬁaﬁrﬂmaﬂﬁgﬂ%ﬁuﬁmaﬂ
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e The Centre’s direction to the Chief Secretaries of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Telangana, Rajasthan, and Karnataka stated that the decision was based on
the “representations received” and the Union Agriculture Ministry had no objection.

Fe & A& & o, HERISE, AL Fe=T, AelaNaT, AU, iR Faed & Fea Afat
a el I &% Fg Ao geamEl’ & R @ foar = ot 3R E R Aurerd
hig 3afer et o]

e The order specified that this would be a one-time measure, with the condition that all
expenses or losses incurred on procurement of stocks with moisture content up to 15%
should be borne by the respective State governments.

A H FHgl A7 & Ig v aR) T AT sgaear N, Fgd Ig ad gefr &6 15%
a% 7 arel Tl B Tlie W gT @ @ A1 AHAr H Gfd UsT WIHRI IR
CRGRE RGNS

e The order further stated that NAFED and NCC, the central nodal agencies, are directed
to make the payment to State-level procuring agencies, adjusting the value of the
relaxed moisture percentage.

A H Ig Y gl AT o FoT Asd TATAAT NAFED 3R NCC &l T X v
Tie, THATAAT Y T el & fov AdRIa fohar arn g, forad Rif¥er fhe aw w7
gfaerd T ARG fRaT STue|

e The State-level procuring agencies and the concerned State government will ensure
the full MSP payment to the registered farmers for the procured soya bean stocks under
the PSS.

TT TR A @lie oA 3 G6fa TsT I6R PSS & dgd @& a8 @r T &
TIFH & AT doliehel fhaml Sl T MSP $9Tdlel At |
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Centre aims to make Andaman and
Nicobar Islands a tuna export hub

GS Paper llI: Food security |
.M. Jigeesh

NEW DELHI

As export of tuna fish from
India increased by 31.83%
in 2023-24, the Centre is
exploring new areas to
source one of the most
commercially  valuable
fish. According to the Un-
ion Fisheries Department,
a recent meeting of inves-
tors held on the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands was a
step towards making the
Union Territory a hub of
tuna export.

The global tuna market
is worth $41.94 billion and
the Indian Ocean is consi-
dered the second largest
tuna region, producing
21% of world’s tuna. A con-
cept note prepared by the
department, a copy of
which is available with The
Hindu, says that the Exclu-
sive  Economic Zone
around the islands is home
to a range of tuna species,
with substantial untapped

Tuna haven: The Indian Ocean is considered the second largest
tuna region, producing 21% of the world’s tuna. CV. SUBRAHMANYAM

fishery resources.

The department’s esti-
mates suggest a total po-
tential yield of 64,500
tonnes of tuna annually.
Out of this, the Centre ex-
pects a stock of 24,000
tonnes of yellow fin tuna,
which has a steady market
across the world annually
from the islands. Similarly,
22,000 tonnes of skipjack
tuna, 500 tonnes of bigeye
tuna, and 18,000 tonnes of

neritic tuna may also be
available for exports from
the islands annually.

India exported 51,626
tonnes of tuna in 2023-24
worth $87.96 million, ac-
cording to the Marine Pro-
ducts Export Development
Authority. The concept
note added that the islands
primarily harvest neritic
tuna, which is caught clos-
er to the shore, while small
quantities of oceanic spe-

cies, including skipjack,
big-eye, and yellowfin tu-
na, are also landed. “Des-
pite the high demand for
these species, the region’s
tuna fishery is still under-
developed and remains un-
derutilised due to a combi-
nation of challenges,
including lack of infras-
tructure, limited access to
modern fishing technolo-
gies, and inadequate fish
processing and storage fa-
cilities,” the note said.

By holding an investors’
meet, the Centre expects
increased networking
among the business com-
munities and relevant sta-
keholders involved in the
fisheries and aquaculture
sectors in the Union Terri-
tory, other parts of India,
and the Southeast Asian re-
gion. The Centre sees that
technological limitations
such as a lack of modern
fishing technologies ham-
per the ability to optimise
tuna catch rates.

Centre aims to make Andaman and Nicobar Islands a
tuna export hub

Fg F1 J87 IHSAW AR PR T THE A
ot &g somer 8

India’s Tuna Export and Efforts to Develop Tuna Hub in Andaman and Nicobar Islands

R F1 e gt Ak sisae Ak AeER gt @ F o W W e & T
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e India's export of tuna fish increased by 31.83% in 2023-24, prompting the Centre to
explore new areas for sourcing this commercially valuable fish.

HI T 2023-24 H TAT ASST 1 AT 31.83% a7 &, ToT@d dg 3@ arfoifoas &
¥ Hegdid ASN & Fid & [T T &7 Tomer w7 Bl

e A recent meeting of investors held on the Andaman and Nicobar Islands was a step
towards making the Union Territory a hub for tuna export.

IzA IR fARER gdliT THE & grel & A JASd Teh AU I Joh qEr arfda
Y& &1 ST AT 1 g9 S f feur H vk deA oA

e The global tuna market is valued at $41.94 billion, and the Indian Ocean is the second-
largest tuna-producing region, accounting for 21% of the world’s tuna.

dfRaeh T SR T AT $41.94 Rfawer §, 3R sl wgramR gfaar &1 gEr

TEH T3T TAT 3cUIGe 817 &, ST 21% T HT 3caigel Al ¢l

e According to a concept note prepared by the Union Fisheries Department, the
Exclusive Economic Zone around the islands is home to various tuna species, with
substantial untapped fishery resources.

WY AT 38T ganT R f6hT 910 U fauR dle & 36dER, gdidl & aRt 3R @
ey e & fafdesr o &1 g vonfaat &1 ) g, e gaied 3mgerd #Acer
qare gl

e The department estimates a potential yield of 64,500 tonnes of tuna annually, including

24,000 tonnes of yellowfin tuna and other varieties like skipjack, bigeye, and neritic
tuna.

fasTer &1 3TAT § T Aol 64,500 & T+ &1 HWeMTfad Scurest g1, forest 24,000

& AT AT AR 377 freAt S Rawvats, ferang sk aRs egar arfde €1

e India exported 51,626 tonnes of tuna in 2023-24, worth $87.96 million, according to
the Marine Products Export Development Authority.

R o 2023-24 # 51,626 TA TFAT 1 [Ty T, Torarehr shieAc $87.96 fAfarger o,
#7OT N3FCH TFAUIE STAGHAT YN & 3TAR |
e The islands primarily harvest neritic tuna, caught closer to the shore, while small

guantities of oceanic species like skipjack, big-eye, and yellowfin tuna are also
landed.

cdld g AET ¥ 4 aRfew e & AG gehsd &, ST d¢ & 91g gehgt STl g,
Stafer Bl A W Ravsts, fer-am$ st Iafeer T S Agrae yenfaar s
3dRT AT 2

¢ Despite high demand for these species, the region's tuna fishery is still underdeveloped

and underutilized due to challenges like lack of infrastructure, limited access to modern
fishing technologies, and inadequate fish processing and storage facilities.

$oT YSIIal &l 3T HAET & dldo]g, &9 T AT ASell Gehsel I arfaiaierdr sfawfaa
3R IS &, Fifeh TgT SHIeeFaR HT Fl, IMYfAF AT Thsa A dFhelldl aF
Wffa gga, AR Ao gEERor AR sisRor Rt f wHA S FEe §)

e By holding an investors’ meet, the Centre expects increased networking among

business communities and stakeholders in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors in the
Union Territory, other parts of India, and Southeast Asia.
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foderhl 1 S AT FF, g #1 IJFAE & o o affa wder, 9RaT & 307
feeat, 3R gf@ror-qd ol & AT drele 3R Serelia gTele &1 & S¥UR FHerEl 3R
feaurent & drg Acafder et

o The Centre recognizes that technological limitations, such as the lack of modern fishing
technologies, hinder the ability to optimize tuna catch rates.

de Ig UgHEd § T ImYfAF Fool gwsa Y dwerp B FHT S dwedrnr AT
TYAT Gehse &l &1 T HeTohield el hi &THAT H ST STeldl &
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